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May 17, 2011
Ms. LaDonna Castanuela,
Chief Clerk (MC-105)
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
P. O. Box 13087
Austin, Texas 78711-3087

Re:

Application for a beneficial use site, Registration no. 710916, Benchmark Wastewater Group, LLC

Ms. Castanuela:
Travis County is in receipt of the April 19, 2011, public notice regarding the proposed registration of a site
in Travis County where Benchmark Wastewater Group, LLC proposes to land apply domestic septage.
Since receipt of the notice, Members of the Travis County Commissioners Court have received several
inquiries from citizens on this proposal.
We, the undersigned respectfully request that the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality convene
a public meeting on this matter. We set out the following reasons why there should be a public meeting:
1.

There is a strong and significant public interest in this matter from the members of the Park
Springs Neighborhood Association, in whose area this proposed activity would occur.

2.

Travis County received a copy of the application from the TCEQ, but it includes incomplete
information that raises questions needing responses. The contact person identified in the
public notice, from whom further information should be available, has not provided requested
information that would further elucidate this matter.

3.

The application is being processed as a registration and not a permit, thereby eliminating the
possibility f'Jr a pUblic hearing on the matter for persons affected by this proposal. A public
meeting could help the public in their understanding of the proposal and its possible effects or
to discuss alternatives to minimize impacts on nearby neighbors.

4.

Travis County is interested in understanding how this application can be processed as a
registration, given the language of Texas Health and Safety Code Sec. 361.121(b) that "a
responsible person may not apply Class B sludge on a land application unit unless the
responsible person has obtained a permit ... " It is noted that definition (73) in 30 TAC Sec.
312.8 of TCEQ rules defines "domestic septage" as one type of "sewage sludge" and Travis
County has no information to suggest that the domestic septage is a Class A sewage sludge.
Therefore, it appears to us that the proposal requires a permit.
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5.

The applicant's agent and the landowner have been notified that the proposed site activity is
one that requires a Travis County development permit. However, no application has yet been
received. Further, it is unknown whether the proposed site conforms to the siting
requirements of Travis County, pursuant to Travis County Code, Chapter 62. A public
meeting and discussion of the specific site characteristics and setbacks would help the
County and the citizens understand how the proposal conforms with our local requirements.

Thank you for your assistance and we look forward to a favorable response to this request. If you have
any questions, please contact the Environmental Officer for the Commissioners Court, Mr. Jon White, at
854-7212.
Sincerely,

SAMUEL T. BISCOE
County Judge

RON DAVIS

SARAH ECKHARDT

Commissioner, Precinct One

Commissioner, Precinct Two

KAREN HUBER

MARGARET 1. GOMEZ

Commissioner, Precinct Three

Commissioner, Precinct Four
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Ms. LaDonna Castanuela,
Chief Clerk (MC-105)
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
P. O. Box 13087
Austin, Texas 78711-3087

Re:

Application for a beneficial use site, Registration no. 710916, Benchmark Wastewater Group, LLC

Ms. Castanuela:
Travis County is in receipt of the April 19, 2011, public notice regarding the proposed registration of a site
in Travis County where Benchmark Wastewater Group, LLC proposes to land apply domestic septage.
Since receipt of the notice, Members of the Travis County Commissioners Court have received several
inquiries from citizens on this proposal.
We, the undersigned oppose the approval of this application and respectfully request that the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality not approve registration of this site. Our reasons include:
1.

Travis County received a copy of the application from the TCEQ, but it includes incomplete
information. Details are needed to more clearly describe what processing of incoming
sewage sludge (septage) will occur at the site, the source(s) of the sewage slUdge (septage),
and the design/location of processing, storage tank, and ancillary equipment.

2.

The proposal as submitted to the TCEQ is in conflict with the siting requirements established
in the Travis County Code, Chapter 62. The Code requires that sewage sludge or septage
land application must occur 500 feet from the FEMA 1OO-year flood plain boundary.

3.

Although exceptions are allowed with the concurrence of each affected landowner, the Code
also requires that land application must occur at least 1500 feet from each individual
residence.
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Thank you for your consideration of this request. If you have any questiolls, please contact the
Environmental Officer for the Commissioners Court, Mr. Jon White, at 854-7212.
Sincerely,

SAMUEL T. BISCOE
County Judge

RON DAVIS
Commissioner, Precinct One

SARAH ECKHARDT
Commissioner, Precinct Two

KAREN HUBER
Commissioner, Precinct Three

MARGARET J. GOMEZ
Commissioner, Precinct Four

