October, 2015 Newsletter

The next PSNA meeting is…
Tuesday, November 3, 2015
TerrAdorna Event Center – 10900 Hibbs Lane at 7pm
Important Agenda Topics:
 New Asphalt Plant Proposed for Old US Hwy 20 – in front of Bell Farms
 How to Address Unpermitted Development in our Area

Guest Speaker: Judge Bob Perkins, Former State District Judge
Topic: The history of Travis County
Judge Bob Perkins was raised in Eagle Pass, Texas and learned Spanish before he learned English.
He graduated from the University of Texas at Austin in 1970 and from UT Law School in 1973. In 1974, he
was elected Justice of the Peace in Southeast Austin and Travis County thus becoming the first bilingual judge
elected in Austin. He became a County Court at Law judge in 1980 and was later elected District Judge of the
331st District Court of Travis County, where he served from 1982 until he retired at the end of 2010. Judge
Perkins was the first Presiding Criminal Judge of Travis County, elected by his colleagues in 2009.
While serving as a Justice of the Peace, he served on the Austin Center for Battered Women Advisory Board.
Bob was the first District Judge to require that the District Attorney consult with the victims of crime before
offering a plea bargain to defendants. He also required that various Travis County legal forms be re-written in
language that could be readily understood by the general public.
Presently, he resides in Austin with his wife, Cyndy. He is the father of three children, Javier, Allen, and Ana,
and is a proud grandfather of three.

Refreshments

Important Information

Come meet your neighbors

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Tuesday, November 3, 2015 - Joint General and Special Elections
See Page 3 for an explanation of the amendments and local voting locations.

Page 2 – October, 2015 - Daylight Saving Time Ends – Sunday, November 1 – “Fall Back One Hour”

City of Manor News
September 2, 2015 Meeting:
1. In preparing the 2015-2016 budget, City department heads
were asked to compile their “wants and needs” list. The requests
were reviewed and then prioritized to fit the City’s revenues.
There was a 3% health care increase and no new positions were
added. The proposed budget is $9.1 million. A .7118 cents tax
rate per $100 valuation of property was established.
2.
Property values have increased with the average property
value increasing from $95,964 to $99,964.
3. Two major builders have registered with the City and are planning the construction of 400 new
homes within the next year. Typically, 200 new homes are constructed each year so this is a
drastic increase in new home construction.
4. The Manor Police Department currently has 26 police officers.

1.

2.

3.
4.
5.

6.

September 16, 2015 Meeting:
23 permits were issued in August vs. 9 permits issued in August, 2014. 609 inspections were
performed vs. 472 inspections performed in 2014. 26 certificates of occupancy were issued vs.
9 certificates issued in August, 2014.
The site plan for the Los Lagos Elementary School has been submitted. The campus will be
located on land in Wild horse Creek subdivision. Pete Dwyer of Dwyer Realty has donated the
land to Manor ISD.
A final plat for the Presidential Heights subdivision with 600 home sites has been submitted.
The signage for the Shadow view Shopping Center located on Highway 290 East is being
reviewed.
A new amnesty program implemented by the Municipal Court has been very successful. 418
warrants were cleared with 172 warrants paid in full. Payment arrangements have been made
with other offenders so that the money will be collected by the City.
$89,920 was collected in sales tax revenue. Sales tax revenue for May, 2015 was $59,213.

October 7, 2015 Meeting:
1. The Memorial weekend floods caused a break in a major water line located five feet below
Gilleland Creek located south of town on FM 973. Bids were reviewed and a $70,998 contract
was awarded to Travis Hobbs construction.
2. The City has been reviewing and updating its personnel policies manual.
3. There are 53 City of Manor employees at this time
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Travis County News……
1.

1. At its September 29, 2015 meeting, Travis County Commissioners adopted a $951 million budget which
is an increase from last year’s $911 million budget. A tax rate of 41.69 cents for every $100 of appraised
value was set. Part of the increased budget is a $657,000 project that will once again allow individuals to
visit face-to-face with their family member detained in Travis County jails. This type of visitation was ended in
2013 when inmates had only been able use the County’s Skype-like video-based system. As a result, the Sheriff’s
office will hire 14 new employees to staff the visiting rooms which are scheduled to reopen in April, 2016.
According to an article in the October 4, 2015 Austin American Statesman, the money to fund the new positions
will come from savings in the Sherriff’s overtime budget and not new spending.
2. Voters for the November 3 Joint General and Special Elections will decide if the County will build a new
courthouse with a $287 million bond item. The proposed new courthouse would be built on a city block that is
currently a parking lot. The construction of the 520,000 square foot new courthouse would free up space at the
Herman Sweatt Travis County Courthouse at Tenth and Guadalupe Street.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Proposed Constitutional Amendments – Voting is Tuesday, November 3
Proposition 1 - Raises the homestead exemption for school property taxes from $15,000 to $25,000
beginning in the 2015 tax year. Authorizes the Legislature to appropriate money to reimburse school
districts for lost tax revenue. Also bars imposing a future tax on property sales.
Proposition 2 - In 2011, voters approved a property tax exemption for spouses of deceased disabled U.S. veterans. This
proposal would extend the benefit, which exempts taxes on all or part of a home’s value, to those whose disabled spouses
died before 2011.
Proposition 3 - Repeals the requirement that statewide elected officials, including the attorney general and comptroller,
reside in Austin. The governor, however, still must live in Austin.
Proposition 4 - Allows the Legislature to permit a professional sports team’s charitable foundation to sell raffle tickets at home
games. No more than 10 percent of gross receipts can pay for expenses, with half of the remaining proceeds going to
charity, the other half to raffle winners.
Proposition 5 - Allows counties with up to 7,500 residents to build private roads, up from 5,000 residents.
Proposition 6 - Adds the right to hunt, fish and harvest wildlife to the state constitution’s Bill of Rights — subject to laws and
rules meant for conservation and wildlife management. Does not affect laws related to trespassing, property rights or
discharging weapons inside city limits.
Proposition 7 - Increases money to build roads by sending up to $2.5 billion a year in state sales taxes to the State Highway
Fund beginning in 2018. In 2020, roads would get 35 percent of vehicle sales and rental taxes after the first $5 billion is
raised annually, putting an estimated $3 billion a year toward roads in 2020 and 2021.

Please Note: There will be NO early voting locations in Manor for this election.
Precinct #105 – Manor ISD Administration Building – 10335 US Highway 390 East *Manor, Texas
Precinct #106 – Elgin High School – 1400 County Line Road * Elgin, Texas – THIS IS A NEW VOTING Site
Precinct #107 – New Sweden Lutheran Church – 12809 New Sweden Church * Manor, Texas
Precinct #127 – Bluebonnet Trail Elementary – 11316 Farmhaven Rd * Austin, Texas
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The purpose of Park Springs NA is to “improve and
maintain the quality of life for residents and protect
from environmental hazards within the boundaries of
the association”. More information is available on
the PSNA website – www.parkspringsna.org.

Thank you to those PSNA members who have paid your 2015 PSNA membership dues.
Membership dues are $20 per year and are used to pay for postage, refreshments, meeting facilities, web site
hosting and other expenses. If you have not done so already, please mail your dues to:
PSNA

Box 1008

Manor, Texas 78653
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Important Dates to Remember:
Sat. Oct 31
> Halloween
Sun. Nov 1
> Daylight Savings Time Ends – “Fall back” one hour
Tues. Nov 3 > Election Day
Wed. Nov 11 > Veteran’s Day
Thurs. Nov 26 > Thanksgiving
Mon. Dec 21 > Winter begins
Friday, Dec 25 > Christmas
Thurs Dec 31 > New Year’s Eve
Next PSNA Meeting – Tues. Feb 2, 2016
PSNA Officers for 2015:
President Maura Phelan

Vice President Tom West

Treasurer Rod Castilleja

Secretary Vicki McFarland

Webmaster Sharon Bramblett

Board Member Jon Beall

PSNA Boundaries are US 290 on the north, FM 973 on the west, FM 969 on the south, and the TravisBastrop county line on the east. Everyone residing in this area is welcome to join. There is more
information on our website – www.parkspringsna.org.
Our mailing address is P.O. Box 1008


Manor, TX 78653.

